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Dear Parents/Carers,

THE BISHOPS’ SCHOOL NEWS

I hope that you are all well and that this week
has been ok for you and your families.
This lockdown, during the wettest and coldest time of year, has less to keep
us cheerful. I hear that board games sales have rocketed and certainly my
daughter has learnt lots of new card games. It seems that we just have to
grit our teeth and wait for the spring.

Last night I saw my Godfather
for the first time in years – via
Zoom. He is 88 and was doing a
short talk about healing – he is
a priest, but has had two
episodes of prolonged and
serious illness in his life.
He said that it was during those
times that he received God’s
care and guidance the most,
that the direction for the rest of
his life was given to him during
these times. It seems that
nothing is wasted, and maybe
we can find the hidden gift in
these difficult times.

Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,
Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine

Your Children’s Learning
What we are all doing at the moment is a step up from last summer’s lockdown –
and I hope you feel that this is a good thing. But you will probably feel that the
pressures on you have risen as well. We are certainly feeling this in school. I
can only say – do what you can, leave what you can’t, don’t compare yourself
with others (according to Mole, this is the biggest waste of time there is), and
take one day at a time. If you possibly can, make time for fun, too. Play, laugh,
blow bubbles, play hide and seek…..and remember – your mental health is
incredibly important (more so than your children’s education at this time).
Care for yourself, too.

Your Teachers are working incredibly hard (as are
their LSAs who are teaching across the school at the
moment!) – and their workload is huge. We want to
respond quickly to every message, - please be patient!
– and we want to give feedback for every piece of
work……but it is just not possible! – so the teachers
are only able to respond in a personal way to a small
number of pieces each week (this may be one or two).
There will of course be feedback given during the live
meets. We appreciate everything that is being sent in
and we love to see how engaged your children are
with their activities. Please only send emails to your
teachers if they are necessary!
Thank you.

In School, we continue to have far more children in than
we did in the summer lockdown, and we know this is true
in many schools. I want to emphasise that we are here for
you parents and carers who are critical workers and for
some other families in special need – BUT – if you are
working from home, your children should be staying at
home with you, and if your shifts mean that you are not at
work for a day, you should keep your children home. (This
does NOT apply to you front line health workers who really need your rest). But we must all do what we can to minimise contact and get this pandemic back under control,
and the fewer we have in school the better.
Thank you.

Temperature checking
You may have noticed that we are now checking
temperatures of those children coming into school.
I want to reassure you that the thermometers - which are digital
and can be used from a safe distance - are sensing the heat that
is coming from your children's foreheads (and the adults who are
in school!), and are not sending anything into your children's
heads! They are receivers of energy, not givers of energy.

Healthy Snack
Please can your child bring in a healthy snack, as the Fruit
and Veg Scheme is currently suspended.

Absence/Illness Reporting
Please let us know of any on the day absences/illnesses by
9am, in the usual way i.e. by telephoning 01245 460107 or
emailing admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk.
For instance, if your child won’t be attending school after you’ve previously told
us they will be. Also, if your child has been attending school and is unwell,
please let us know, even if they are not due to attend that day. Please do not
send an unwell child into school. Thank you.
Wishing you all peace, hope and strength wherever you are,

Greg Waters

Lunchtime Menu—Week beginning Monday 18th January 2021

The Bishops’ PTA

Looking Ahead

Just a reminder our next meeting is
Tuesday 19th January at 7.30pm
on Zoom.
Please email Becci on

Friday 19th March 2021

thebishopspta@gmail.com

— The Bishops’ Big Library Challenge —
fundraising walk, run & cycle event in aid
of The Bishops’ School Hall.

if you would like to join in.

Community News/Notices

Thank you, The PTA

Please visit the ‘News/General News’
section on our website for information
on useful organisations, children’s
activities, community events and
local businesses.

Contact us: thebishopspta@gmail.com
Find us @BishopsPta, Or The Bishops’
School PTA on Facebook

The Bishops’ School
Contact us on: 01245 460107 / admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.bishops.essex.sch.uk
Pupil on the day absences and lates: Please telephone or email by 9am
Late parents at pick up: Please telephone before the end of your child’s day
Forgotten items: Essential items only, please telephone to arrange drop off
Notifying Us: Forms for leave of absence, administering medicine,
change of details etc. are available on our website under ‘Parents’ and ‘Notify Us’,
please send in completed forms by email

