Issue: 1
3rd September 2021

Dear Parents/Carers and Children,

THE BISHOPS’ SCHOOL NEWS

Welcome back to Bishops’ for the new school year. It’s so good to see everyone
again, and to welcome back your very smart-looking children. We all hope you
have had good, refreshing and happy holidays.
Thank you for getting your children through the right gates at the right time!
We especially welcome our new children and families, and some new staff. We
hope you and yours settle into our school quickly and feel at home. Here are
the new staff, and a few who have new roles which is exciting:
Miss Wood is an LSA in Year 1 – mornings in 1M and afternoons in 1YD;
Miss Franklin is an LSA in 5B in the mornings and 1M in the afternoons;
Mrs Whitington is an LSA in 4HG (and she is a parent of past pupils at our
school); and, Mrs Gayther is an LSA in 6FT

Miss Boutilier is a
trainee teacher,
working alongside
Mrs Mann in 2M

And now for some familiar faces: Miss Rice is a fully
fledged and excellent teacher and we welcome her to
her new role in charge of 2R, and Miss Millard is now
also training to become a teacher, and is
working alongside Mr. Mann in 1M.

Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,
Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine

Finally, Mrs Millard is now working full time supporting the speech and language of
children throughout the school, but especially as they start school,
Mrs Sunderland is now our Pastoral Lead LSA on a full time basis, and
Mrs Zoia is working alongside her in a behaviour/ pastoral support role in the
afternoons. We are excited for all these changes which strengthen our school team
and the support we can give to your children, and also all of you.

Here are a few notices to start the term:
PE days are as follows –
your children need to come to school in PE kit on these days:
FS - Fridays
Year 1 – Mondays and Fridays
Year 2 – Tuesdays and Fridays
Year 3 - Tuesdays
Year 4 - Wednesdays
Year 5 – Wednesdays and Thursdays
Year 6 – Mondays
Class Meetings — for Years 1-6 with your child’s teacher(s) will be by Zoom
and will be at the following times next week:
Year 1 – Wed 8th Sept at 6.00pm
Year 2 - Wed 8th Sept at 5.20pm
Year 3 – Thurs 9th Sept at 5.20pm
Year 4 – Tues 7th Sept at 5.20pm
Year 5 – Tues 7th Sept at 6pm
Year 6 – Thurs 9th Sept at 6pm
There will be a meeting for FS parents but only after your children have settled in –
the week beginning 20th September.
The Zoom invites will be sent out to you by the Class Teachers.
Please make every effort to attend, and please note that they will not be recorded due to
GDPR constraints. Teachers will, however, email the Powerpoints of the presentations to
their whole class. Thank you.

Church Services on Tuesdays will continue to be zoomed out to you, and will continue
to be held in our school hall. However, parents/ carers of the class leading the worship
will be welcome to come into school. If you are going to come in, we would like you
to do LFT tests that morning or the evening before, please,
and we will seat you in a distanced way.
Class Assembly arrangements will be the same.
The Office will continue to be closed at peak arrival and departure times – the space is
just too small. However, you have been amazing at phoning/ emailing with questions,
and paying for everything through Scopay, so we hope that this will not be inconvenient
for you. If you do need to come in to the entrance at a different time,
please wear a mask in that area – thank you.
Unwell children: We are hoping for a healthy, Covid-free year! If your child is unwell,
please get them checked. The PCR system is very efficient now. We hate to send children
home, but we will have to, if they have any Covid symptoms – so it will be much better
for you to get the test done first and then let us know the result.
Covid symptoms MUST have a PCR test, not an LFT test. Thank you again.
Secondary Schools: Year 5 parents please see the link to a St. John Payne introduction
video which is on the Community News section.
Helping the Environment: As a school we are doing our best to limit the amount of
plastic we use and to teach your children how to live happy and sustainable lives that are
good for the planet. If you have tips you can share with us, then please email them in to
Mrs McHale and she will include them in the newsletter for everyone. Here’s mine –
re-cycled toilet roll or eco bamboo roll supplied by a company at a competitive price that
donates half of its profits to provide toilets to the many people of the world who do not
have them. Look up https://uk.whogivesacrap.org/
Afghanistan and our new Diocesan Bishop: Chelmsford Diocese is actively supporting
refugees from Afghanistan, and on 20th September we will be welcoming the coordinator
of that work to talk to our pupils, Rev Gareth Jones. Shortly after that we will hold a
fund-raising event of some kind to raise funds for this work. Also, a one-time refugee
herself, Bishop Guli the new Bishop of Chelmsford, is being installed in Chelmsford
Cathedral this Saturday. Please pray for her.

Lunchtime Menu: Week Beginning Monday 6th September 2021

Choir will be on for Key stage 2 starting next
Wednesday, 8th September, for all KS2 year groups,
starting at 8.15am please come to the gate by the chickens to be let in.
We will meet outside for the next few weeks and review the
situation as we go along.
Thank you, Mr Barlow

Looking Ahead
Tuesday 7th, Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th September—Class meetings via Zoom
Wednesday 8th September— Choir starts, 8.15am, entry via chicken gate
Monday 20th September— Assembly led by Rev Gareth Jones, Chelmsford Diocese
Thursday 30th September/Thursday 25th November—Flu immunisatiions
Monday 4th October—6A’s residential trip to Thorpe Woodlands, 8am
Wednesday 6th October—6FT’s residential trip to Thorpe Woodlands, 8am;
6A return from Thorpe Woodlands, 5.30pm
th
Friday 8 October—6FT return from Thorpe Woodlands, 5.30pm
Friday 22nd October—Non-pupil day
th
Monday 25 October to Friday 29th October— Half term break

The Bishops’ PTA
Contact us: thebishopspta@gmail.com,
Find us @BishopsPta, Or The Bishops’ School PTA on Facebook

Community News/Notices
This week, please checkout the community page on
our website (‘News/General News’) for:
Secondary School Open Event Information
As well as:
Helpful hints on helping your children (and you) keep going and
keep healthy in mind as well as body
Information on useful organisations, children’s activities,
community events and local businesses.

The Bishops’ School
Contact us on: 01245 460107 / admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.bishops.essex.sch.uk
Reporting Absences:
Illness—please telephone or email by 9am
Medical appointments—please provide copy of appointment letter in advance
All other absences—please complete a leave of absence form in advance

Forgotten items: Essential items only, drop off by prior arrangement
Please wear a mask in the entrance foyer, thank you
Notifying Us: Forms for leave of absence, administering medicine, change of details etc.
are available on our website under ‘Parents’ and ‘Notify Us’,
please send in completed forms to the email above or via your child’s teacher

