The Bishops' School News

Issue: 7
17" October 2025

Dear Parents/Carers and Children,

Celebrating Harvesl

It was a great pleasure to see so many of you at our Harvest celebrations.

Thank you to all who were able to come and, equally, thank you for all the gifts for the
Pop-Up Food Store. Ruth Pearce, who runs the store, said it felt like Christmas. Your
children were great as ever, and we thank them for their presentations, song,
poetry, readings, artwork and prayers.
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LOMMUNITY

Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,
Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine






Leave of Absence for Pupils
Change to Process

All absences during the school day must be reported to us.
We are making some changes to the process for leave of absence.

This means that for some type of absences we do not need you to fill in a pink Leave of
Absence form. We will, however, still need you to email in so that we have all
the information we need.

This does not change the process for reporting medical appointment leave.

Below you will see a list of reasons for absence that DO NOT require a pink
Leave of Absence form:

+ Secondary school visits/tours/induction days
¢+ School entry tests
. External exams including music and dance, etc.
+  Religious observance/obligations
s Visas, passports and citizenship appointments

For these absences, you must email in to the absence email address only at
absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk with the following information:

+ Name and class of child
+ Dates and times absent from school including pick up time if this is
during the school day
+ What the absence is for and evidence attached e.g. confirmation of dance exam.
(evidence is not needed for the secondary school absences).
+ If they require a lunch and, if so, what their choice is

Below you will see a list of reasons for absence that DO require a pink
Leave of Absence form:

+ Holidays no matter the length
¢+  Weddings in the UK or abroad
¢+  Funerals
¢+  Graduation ceremonies
¢+ And any other absence for more than one day (other than illness)

The Leave of Absence form has been updated and this will be updated on the website.

We appreciate your cooperation with the change in process and hope that this
streamlines the process for all.

Thank you


mailto:absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk

Amazing LSAs

A couple of weeks ago it was National LSA Appreciation Day, and |
forgot to mention it on the newsletter! Our LSAs are such valuable
members of our team, supporting your children’s learning and their emotional
wellbeing, sometimes taking classes when a class teacher is unwell or at a meeting/
training — and this gives your children amazing consistency and care. So — thank you
to all our Learning Support Assistants and Support Staff — you do an amazing job
and we appreciate all you do for our children!

Archery Compelilion

I ' ' ' Year 4 and year 6 took partin an

| Archery competition at Sandon School.
e :
am Theycompleted 5 rounds against 11
| other teams. Both teams were

amazing, working together really well.
Year 4 came 1°'winning gold medals
and year 6 came 2" winning silver
medals.

~ Mrs Hubble

| mishors |




% Cross-Counlry

On Thursday last week, the cross-country season got underway with the
Primary School Cross Country Series at Hylands Park.
More than 50 children from years 3 to 6 competed over 1000 or 2000 metres against
around 80 different pupils in each race. Congratulations to Oliver Hunt who blitzed
around the course ahead of the field winning a gold medal for his efforts.

With three more races in the series

each child will be hoping to improve
on their
placing,
except for
Oliver
that is!

~ Mr Evans
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KS1 FOOTBALL GOMPETITION

On Tuesday, six Year 2
children took part in the
KS1 Football Competition

at Great Baddow High

School. They played 6

games in total and won
every match!

The children were
enthusiastic and worked
fantastically as a team.
We came 1* place!

Well done Year 2
footballers!

~ Mrs Rice
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.l. Understanding special need
Families s pa

InFocus Essex

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP

Connect, Share and Support

Are you looking for support, advice or just a place to
connect with other SEND Parent/Carers? Join our friendly
support group where we share experiences, offer guidance
and find encouragement from others who understand.

Whether you're facing specific challenges or just looking for
a supportive SEND community, we'd love you to join us!
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Our Values

Our school values are all around the school in
felt banners that the children made a
few years ago.

Kindness is Mrs Martin’s (our Pastoral Lead)
favourite word, and one of Mr Evans’s favourite
sayings is ‘If you have a choice between being
right and being kind — choose kind'.

It’s a thread that runs through our school
community and we hope that you sense it in all
your dealings with us.
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| Parking Reminders |

N Under no circumstances should children be let out of the car into the road M
along Beardsley Drive, New Bowers Way, or any road. o

¢+ No parking please in Constable View Road — emergency access is required
at all times.

+  Please avoid parking along Beardsley Drive and St Augustine’s Way
as this causes congestion.

¢+ If you need to drive then please use the church car park — if this is full, then
please ensure that you park responsibly and considerately to the local residents
and their properties.

s+ Please do not park or turn around in the entrance to the staff car park.

Thank you.




Sport and Transport

Thank you for all your support for transport to sports events.
Sadly, Ugo Bus are no longer able to support us as they have been.

This means that we will be needing more support, so if you are able to help with
transport to sports events when your child is participating then it would
be really helpful.

Whatever, we will endeavour to continue to involve your children in as many
sporting fixtures as possible.

Al and Communications

Al (Artificial Intelligence) is getting to be all around us and schools across the country
are reporting getting more Al-generated letters/ emails from parents/ carers.

Whilst we would rather a message was ‘in your own voice’, if you do choose to use Al,
please make sure that you have read the message carefully before you send it and that
its tone is as you would want it to be — and preferably kind!

Thank you.

Are You Interested?

We have a drum kit in school that is no
longer needed.

Please let the school office know if you are
interested in having it.

We will offer it out on a first-come first-served
basis in return for a donation .

Thank you.



A VERY WELL DONE TO...

On Sunday, Evie and her family ran a card making event for the charity ‘Cards for
Bravery’. They distribute handmade cards to poorly children and young people in
hospital and hospices. Evie has spent any free time she had preparing materials for the
event and making cards. On the day, she made more cards and helped others with
their creations. With Evie's help, the day was a huge success and they ended up

with over 100 cards. Wonderful job Evie!

Alfie took part in his first ever distance swim test at the weekend and was thrilled to
achieve his 25m badge for backstroke. Fantastic work Alfie!

Congratulations to Reggie for his football golden

boot award, and to Poppy for crocheting
a narwhal! Brilliant work!




Lunch Menu for Week Beginning Monday 20" October

Monday

Meat Free
Monday

Freshly made
Pizzawith a
variety of

Toppings

Served with
Mixed Salad

Fresh Fruit
Selection &
Yoghurt

Tuesday

Sausage &
Tomato Pasta

OR

Veggie Sausage
& Tomato Pasta

Served with
Sweetcorn

Frozen Yoghurt

Wednesday

Roast Gammon &
Yorkshire
Pudding

OR

Roasted Quorn
Yorkshire
pudding

Served with
Roast Potatoes,
Cauliflower &
Broccoli

Fresh Fruit
Selection &
Yoghurt

Thursday

Jacket Potato
With Cheese,
Tuna, Beans

Fresh Fruit
Selection &
Yoghurt

€ Capyright 2011, wwww.sparkiebox . couk

Community News

The Community News page of our website has lots of information about
activities, events and support available locally including:

+  Support for parents/carers

* Local church events
+  Holiday camps/activities
+  Music workshops/shows

Sports clubs and activities

% ” ,g/;f,}:j:p +  Performing arts
G2\ +  Competitions

+  Swimming Lessons



https://bishops.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Community-News-June-2025.pdf

Looking Ahead @

Tuesday 21 October: Church for Grp2 led by Birch Class, 9.10am
Parents’ Consultation Meetings, 3.30 to 6.30pm

Thursday 23" October: Yr5 trip to Mars at Chelmsford Cathedral, 8.45am to 12.30pm

Friday 24" October: Non-pupil day
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Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October:
Autumn Half Term Break
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Monday 3" November: Back to school

Tuesday 4™ November: Church Service for Grp1l led by Aspen Class, 10.10am;
KS1 Football Tournament (sel chn) at GBHS 3.45 to 5.15pm

Wednesday 5" November:
Yr6 trip to Mars: Mass for Peace at Chelmsford Cathedral, back 4pm;
KS2 Badminton Competition (sel chn) at St John Payne, 1.15 to 2.45pm

Thursday 6™ November:
Yr3 trip to Celtic Harmony Camp, 8.30am to 3.30pm

Friday 7" November: \4
PTFA Doughnut Day (further details to follow) _
Please advise the office....thank you.
Absences/Lates/Medical Appointments: @

By email to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk by 9am

All lates: advise lunch choice by 9am o)

Collection Changes: ﬁlﬁ\

Advise by email by midday, after this urgent messages only by phone by 2.30pm 1

Notification forms:
All available on our website: bishops.essex.sch.uk, Parents and Notify Us @
AN

All other general enquiries:
Email: admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk [ Tel: 01245 460107

Please state your child’s class in any communications with us, thank you.



