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Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,  

Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

The Bishops’ School News 

 
 

 

This week we had a special visit from Dr Emma Gibbins, the Music Director from   

Chelmsford Cathedral, who spoke to the KS2 children about the choirs and the                     

opportunities for joining their girls’ or boys’ choirs (and getting paid!).  

It is an incredible opportunity to learn musical skills to a very high degree and                        

to take a part in the life of a cathedral.  

If you are interested, please see the flyer and letter in the community news section – the 

choirs are for Year 3-6 pupils.  

Here’s Harriet and Archie       

(we needed a tall pupil for a 

large costume!) dressed            

in the choir robes: 

As you can see, on the rainiest 

day of the week, we sang 

‘When it’s a sunny day’!   

(There is another verse for 

rainy days….) 

 

 
 
. 
 



 

 

 I have been wandering around school finding children who are working hard (and 

some who are having fun!): children throughout the school are showing how settled 

they are, and it always amazes me how quickly the FS children settle. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

One of our parents wanted to share the following website she has found for                

good quality second-hand books.  

They also do great charity work, which is a bonus of supporting them. 

Here is the link: 

https://www.awesomebooks.com/ 

https://www.awesomebooks.com/


 
 
 

   

 For coping so patiently with the road restrictions on Wednesday – it was an           

emergency burst water main being mended which is why we had no                       

advance notice. 

 To all who managed to come to the class meetings – we hope you found                    

them useful and informative. 

 

 

 

 Church services on Tuesdays at 9.10am, whilst being led by one or two classes   

each week, are open to any in our school community to attend. This is a great     

way to start the day…..please come if you would like. 

 To name all your children’s things, to park kindly, to walk/scoot/cycle if you can,     

to read with your children as much as you can…..and to organise your holidays to   

be taken during the school holiday periods……thank you! 

 It’s the PTA AGM next Tuesday evening at 8pm - come if you can, it’s a great group! 

 

Mrs Whittington is learning the ukulele alongside the Year 3 children! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

As we come to the end of the second full week of term,                     

I hope everyone has settled back into school life - and for those         

joining, I welcome you to our school community. For those that 

don't know me, my name is Rob Higgs and I have been a part       

of the school as a parent and governor for the last                           

8 years and Chair of Governors since 2021.  

Hopefully everyone will have seen the sad news that after 17 years Mr Waters 

will be retiring at the end of the school year in July 2026. This is fantastic for 

him and well deserved but he will leave big shoes to fill.  

 

The Bishops' is a very unique school with our ethos and values rooted in the 

traditions of both the Anglican and Catholic churches as we try to develop  

every child to their full potential. All the staff and members of the community 

involved in making that ethos come to light are so brilliant and our low          

attrition rate speaks volumes for how close and integrated everyone is.  

 

A change in leadership can be unsettling and so we want to be very                     

transparent around the process and developments as we go through the year. 

We are looking for someone to embrace the culture and legacy that Mr Waters 

leaves, and who truly gets the unique character that a joint-church and              

multi-faith environment brings.  

 

We have formed an Appointment Panel of 3 Governors and will be joined by a 

representative from each of the diocese alongside our School Effectiveness 

Partner from Essex. We will be meeting next month to map out the process, 

set timelines and finalise job adverts etc. At some point there will be                    

opportunities to engage with us as we look to hear the views of children and 

adults but in the meantime, if anyone would like to speak to us then                

please drop me an email at: 

r.higgs@bishops.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:r.higgs@bishops.essex.sch.uk


 

 

 
 

 

Zack has worked hard this summer playing cricket for    

the Great Baddow Cricket Club.  

 

Zack's team won three leagues, Under 9's soft and   

hardball (in which he was captain for both) and the      

under 10's softball. 

 

He also won two personal trophies, U9's hardball best 

bowler and U10's softball best batter. 

 

Excellent work Zach! Keep it up! 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 to 7 Secondary School Admission Round for September 2026 
 

Please be aware that the new secondary school admission round opened on                   
Friday 12th September 2025, for parents of current Year 6 children to apply for a              

secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2026. 
 

The statutory national closing date for applications is 31st October 2025. 
 

Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.                                         

 All of the application information is available on the website too. 

  

If you are the parent/carer of a child in year 6, then please log onto the website and 

make an application by the closing date of 31st October 2025. 

The website also has a copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 2026-27 booklet   

which contains details of all secondary school admission policies. 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 

 
 

This year’s Harvest Collection will be donated to the Pop-Up Food Store run by Ruth 

Pierce – the service is on Tuesday 14th October, but if you would like to start                 

collecting gifts, here is a list below. The following link is to an article in TickHub which is 

written by Mrs Tarplett, one of our FS teachers, and this organisation is also                       

supporting the Pop-Up Food Store this year: 

https://www.tickhub.co.uk/post/poverty-

proofing-and-pop-up-pantrie  

 

https://www.tickhub.co.uk/post/poverty-proofing-and-pop-up-pantrie
https://www.tickhub.co.uk/post/poverty-proofing-and-pop-up-pantrie


 

 

 

 

Here are the term dates for NEXT 

academic year, in case you are                                         

planning this far ahead. 

 

Non-Pupil Days NEXT academic 
year have been agreed with the 

governors as being:  
 

• Tues/Wed 1st and 2nd Sept 
2026  

• Fri 23rd Oct 2026  
• Mon 4th Jan 2027  

• Mon 7th June 2027  
 

 
 

Mrs Tarplett helps to lead an organisation called Tick Hub which promotes and          

supports the skills of Early Years teachers locally and nationally.                                        

They are creating a book - and have asked us to help! Please see below... 

 
Calling All Young Artists!  

 

We’re creating a special book about being visionary for the vulnerable, and we’d          

love to feature the voices of children through their artwork. 

We’re looking for drawings and paintings that reflect joy, enjoyment, inclusion,             

and diversity  

If your child (or pupils) would like to contribute, please share their artwork with us! 

Their creativity will help us show the power of imagination and the importance of      

celebrating every voice. 

Please send entries to hello@tickhub.co.uk by Monday 17th November 2025 

mailto:hello@tickhub.co.uk


Lunch Menu for Week Beginning Monday 22nd September 

 

 

 

 

The Community News page of  our website has lots of information about           

activities, events and support available locally including: 

 

 Information about Mid Essex Open Evenings for Years 7 and 12                           

and Tours for 2026-2027 intake 

 Support for parents/carers 

 Local church events 

 Holiday camps/activities 

 Music workshops/shows 

 Sports clubs and activities    

 Performing arts 

 Competitions 

https://bishops.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Community-News-June-2025.pdf


Please advise the office….thank you. 
Absences/Lates: By email to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk by 9am 
 

All lates: advise lunch choice by 9am  
 

Collection Changes:   

Advise by email by midday, after this urgent messages only by phone by 2.30pm 

All forms:  please see our website: bishops.essex.sch.uk, Parents and Notify Us. 

 

Email: admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk / Tel: 01245 460107   
Please state your child’s class in any communications with us, thank you. 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 
 

Monday 22nd September:  
11+ Club Assessment for Yr5 (preregister via Scopay.com) 

 

Tuesday 23rd September:  Year 1 Reading Meeting in the hall, 9 to 10am; 
Church for Grp1 led by Chestnut Class, 9.10am 

PTFA AGM in the staffroom, 8pm 
 

Wednesday 24th September: Yr5/6 Girls’ Football Tournament at GBHS, 10am to 12pm; 
Yr5/6 Boys’ Football Tournament at GBHS, 1 to 4pm; 

Year 2 Reading Meeting in the hall, 2 to 3pm 
 

Friday 26th September:  Flu Immunisations in school 
 

*************** 

Monday 29th September: Hornbeam Class to Thorpe Woodlands, 8am 
 

Tuesday 30th September:  Church Service for Grp2 led by Cedar Class, 9.10am; 
Yr5/6 Table Tennis Tournament at Sandon High School, 1.30 to 3pm 

 

Wednesday 1st October: Hawthorn  Class to Thorpe Woodlands, 8am; 
Hornbeam Class return from Thorpe Woodlands, 5.15pm 

 

Friday 3rd October: Hawthorn Class return from Thorpe Woodlands, 5.15pm 
 

Monday 6th October: Yr3/4 Tag Rugby Tournament at Writtle College, 9.30 to 11.30am; 
Yr5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament at Writtle College, 1 to 3pm 

 

*************** 

Friday 24th October:  Non-pupil day 

Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October:   
Autumn Half Term Break 

 

 

*************** 


