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12th  December 2025 

Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,  

Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

The Bishops’ School News 

 
Thank you to all the Year 1s and 2s for such a fabulous Christmas Nativity Show this week! 



 

 



 
 

The ‘Year 4’ Choir brought Christmas cheer to the library last Friday,                                    

singing carols old and new. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Production us into the deeper meaning of Christmas 

through this fascinating and little understood carol. 

Great thanks to the Year 3s and 4s for their excellent 

singing, dance and narration. It has been a special   

feature of our  productions so far that there has been 

so much Makaton sign language incorporated into  

the singing and acting. This is a great skill for life. 



 

 

It is still great to be visited by children who 

have been doing their very best – and here 

are three from Year 1 who have been      

studying the life of a pirate from the 16th 

Century. Her name was Grace O’Malley and 

she is of course an example of a historical    

female leader which helps to correct the 

sometimes assumed view that past leaders 

were male. Unchallenged stereotypes at  

The Bishops’ will not do!  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
We had a special celebration at our 

lunch club for young carers.  We had 

fun with Christmas crafts and              

decorating gingerbread. If you think 

your child might be  

a young carer and 

want to join this free 

club, please contact 

Mrs Godfrey, Mrs 

Hubble or Mrs          

Martin. 

 

 

 

 
On Wednesday afternoon, a group of Year 5s went to Boswells 

to take part in Mr Lewis's, and his CTEC teams’,                         
Volleyball and Basketball Masterclass. 

After honing their skills via a series of drills, they got to               
compete against a variety of schools in the local area. 



Primary School Applications for September 2026  
 

The primary school (Reception) admission round opened on Monday 10th November 

2025, for parents to apply for a Reception school place for children for the academic 

year that starts in September 2026.  Even if a child already has a sibling at the school, 

parents still need to apply for their child due to start Reception next September.  

 

Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

  

The deadline for applications is 15th January 2026.  After this, all applications are 

treated as late, and the child would be ranked behind all the others regardless of             

any sibling connection. 

  

The website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions also has a copy of the Primary Education 

in Essex 2026-27 booklet and the Schools Admissions Policies Directories contain          

details of all admission policies. 

 

 

In Year 1, we have been learning about toys and games from the 1960s. This week, 

Mrs Piddington came into class to tell the children all about her childhood in the 

1960s. Mrs Piddington has kindly done this session for us for about 4 years, and it is 

always a pleasure to have her in the classroom.  

The children love   

to hear about her 

life and are always 

brimming with 

questions that                  

inevitably spill over   

into lunchtime!  

Here is Charlotte 
trying on Mrs       

Piddington's school 
uniform! 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 
 

 

Here is Henry playing the organ and Florence playing the violin. 

Florence played the violin independently (after just 3 lessons!) and Henry played          

independently and as a duet on the organ. Very impressive! 

 
 
 

 
We have some worn out coconut matting in school which we are looking to replace, 

possibly with ribbed tough matting.  

 
 If anyone is able to help supply and fit these for us then we would be very grateful.  

The measurements we need are as follows... 
  

• 180cm x 90cm 
 

• 230cm x 300cm 
  

• 190cm x 160cm 
 

Please contact the school office if you are able to help in any way.  
Thank you.  



Lunch Menu for Week Beginning Monday 15th December 

 

 

 

 

The Community News page of our website has lots of information about           

activities, events and support available locally including: 
 

 Christmas Fayres 

 Support for parents/carers 

 Local church events 

 Holiday camps/activities 

 Music workshops/shows 

 Sports clubs and activities    

 Performing arts 

 Competitions 

 Swimming Lessons 

https://bishops.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Community-News-June-2025.pdf


 
 

# 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

 
Monday 15th December:  

Pantomime ‘Peter Pan’ for FS to Yr5, in school, at 9.30am 
 

Tuesday 16th December:   
Yr 5 Performance to Parents of ‘Glad Tidings’, in the Hall, 9.20am; 

Rocksteady Concert  (Tuesday groups) for Parents, in the Hall at 1.45pm 
 

Wednesday 17th  December:   
PTFA Non-Uniform Day, ‘Red. Green & Sparkly’ (no donations are being requested this 
year as a thank you from the PTFA for all the volunteer help at the Christmas Market); 

Christmas Dinner; 
Rocksteady Concert  (Wednesday groups) for Parents, in the Hall at 9.30am; 

Yr6 Christmas Service in the Church, at 6.30pm 
 

Thursday 18th December:   
Yr 5 Performance to Parents of ‘Glad Tidings’, in the Hall, 9.20am 

 

Friday 19th December:   
Last day of school for the autumn term 

  

*************** 
 

Christmas Holidays 
 

*************** 
 

Monday 5th January:  
Back to school for the spring term 

 

 

Please advise the office….thank you. 
 

On the day Absences/Aptmts/Lates: By email to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk by 9am 
Advance Absences/Aptmts:  By email in advance to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk  

All lates: advise lunch choice by 9am   
 

Collection Changes: By email by noon, after this urgent messages only by phone by 2.30pm 
 

Notification forms: Available on our website: bishops.essex.sch.uk, Parents and Notify Us 
 

All other general enquiries: Email: admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk / Tel: 01245 460107   
 

Please state your child’s class in all communications with us, thank you. 

The Christmas Elf will be appearing in next week’s newsletter!.. 


