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Welcome bacu

Welcome back to Bishops’ for 2026 and | hope you have all had a great Christmas
and are full of hope for the new year. It’s always good to see your children back in
school and we are looking forward to the term ahead.

Last term seems a long way back, but it was a joy to see so many of you for all the
performances and the PTFA Christmas Market. Please receive our thanks for the
many cards and gifts that came into school from you and/or your children— we hope
the Bishops’ Christmas experience was very special for your children.

There is little to report to you in the first week of this Spring Term and | have just
a few photos and some new things!

First things first, we would like to say a fond farewell and a warm welcome to a
couple of members of staff. Mrs Bodenham has left our Kitchen Team for pastures
new. We would like to thank her
for all her hard work during her
time with us and we wish her
well for the future.

We would also like to say a
warm welcome to Miss
Lawrance who has recently
joined our Midday Team and
has even been helping as a
1:1 too.

Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply,
Love as God Loves You and Let Your Light Shine



Here’s a great piece of creative RE about
John the Baptist from Eloisa in Year 2.

/ Well done.

Sign Of The Week

In 2026 we are starting something new! We will be introducing “Sign of the Week” -
this will be a Makaton sign taught to the children in assembly at the start of the
week, they will then be encouraged to practise this through the week and share it
with you at home. Makaton is a sign-supported communication where you use a
hand gesture along with the spoken word and sometimes an image to support
communication. It is something we use across the whole school in a variety of
situations and you may remember seeing your children signing in their Christmas
performances. Please look out for the below box on the newsletter each week to
tell you what sign(s) your children have been learning this week. ~ Mrs Higgs

[

Our signs of the week

|| Hello |
Il Yes |




A VERY WELL DONE TO...

Archie and Jenson have been busy the
last 3 months and completed the trials
for the Essex Sportshall Athletics.

After numerous sprints/obstacles and
field events competing against a large
number of other boys across Essex,
they came out on top and both boys
have been selected for the under 11s
team to compete in the Regional Finals
in Norwich in February.

Here’s an action shot of the boys taking

part in one of the obstacle races.
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Over the last few months, Toby has been competing at the County Indoor Athletics

Qualifiers and he found out last week that he has been selected from many entrants

to represent Team Essex at the regional finals in
February.

He has also been taking part in the Essex Cross-
Country League since October, and he had an
- #mn excellent race on Saturday
- at the championships,
finishing 12"

(2™ Chelmsford Junior
Endurance boy to finish)
out of nearly a hundred

entrants in his age
category.



And here is Ollie from Year 6, who has achieved quite incredibly in his martial arts, a
red/black stripe. This is a fantastic achievement for a primary school pupil.

We have been investigating what the secondary schools teach for MFL — Modern
Foreign Languages — and the majority are doing French and Spanish at GCSE level.
And so we have adapted our teaching to mirror this and Mrs Godfrey is bravely
teaching French to Years 3 and 4 and Spanish to Years 5 and 6, which will give all of
KS2 a great introduction to these languages.

Wishing you all a good term — calm, patient, considerate parking (of course),
happy evenings making sure all your children’s clothes are named, new
resolutions to avoid holidays during termtime (please — like the vast majority of
parents/carers do) and happy home routines which include nestling up with
your children for reading and story-time.....

Let’s make 2026 a special year of hope and joy!
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Last night, a group of
watch Freya Fulford (a

Matilda in the West End.

She put on a fantastic
performance and we are
all incredibly proud of
her in her role as
Lavender!
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Well done Freya!

staff went to Londonto ~

former pupil) performin
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Please be aware that our Guitar and Ukulele teacher, Caroline Hall, has
some lesson availability on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Please contact the school office if you are interested.

Thank you.




Lunch Menu for Week Beginning Monday 12" January

Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday

Roast Gammon &
BBQ Chicken Jacket Potate Yorkshire Sausage with

With Cheese, Pudding Chips and OR

OR Tuna, Beans Beans T
OR

OR Vegetable
OR Bolognese

Pasta Bolognese

Quorn Fillet

Roasted Quorn
Served with Rice Fresh Fruit & Yorkshire Veggie Sausage Served with
& Sweetcorn Selection & pudding with Chips and Garlic Bread
Yeghurt Beans and Salad
Served with
Fresh Fruit Roast Potatoes, | Frozen Yoghurt Fresh Fruit
Selection & Cauliflower & Selection &
Yoghurt Carrots Yoghurt

Fresh Fruit
Selection &
Yeoghurt

€ Capyright 2011, www . sparkeb o couk

Community News

The Community News page of our website has lots of information about

activities, events and support available locally including:

+  Support for parents/carers
«  Local church events
+  Holiday camps/activities
+  Music workshops/shows
«+  Sports clubs and activities

+  Performing arts

+  Competitions

= Swimming Lessons



https://bishops.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Community-News-June-2025.pdf

Q;\f Looking Ahead

Tuesday 13" January: Church for Grp2 led by Birch Class, 9.10am;
KS2 Sports Hall Athletics (sel chn) at CSAC, 1 to 3pm (one way transport)

Wednesday 14" January: KS1 Sports Hall Athletics (sel chn) at CSAC, 1 to 3pm

Friday 16" January: No School Crossing Patrol,
Yr4 Bracelet Sale for Yrs 1 to 6 in aid of Cats Protection in school at breaktime
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Tuesday 20" January: Church for Grp1l led by Beech Class, 9.10am

Thursday 22" January: Choir to Young Voices Concert at the 02, 11am to 11pm:;
KS2 Cross Country Event (sel chn) at Hylands CP, 11.15am to 3.45pm (return transport)

Friday 23" January:
Hornbeam Class Assembly in the Hall, doors close 9am for 9.10am
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@ Please advise the office....thank you.

On the day Absences/Aptmts/Lates: By email to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk by 9am
Advance Absences/Aptmts: By email in advance to absence@bishops.essex.sch.uk
All lates: advise lunch choice by 9am

Collection Changes: By email by noon, after this urgent messages only by phone by 2.30pm
Notification forms: Available on our website: bishops.essex.sch.uk, Parents and Notify Us
All other general enquiries: Email: admin@bishops.essex.sch.uk [ Tel: 01245 460107

Please state your child’s class in all communications with us, thank you.



