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Introduction 
 
This policy has been written in line with the school’s Mission Statement and the Every Child Matters 
legislation 2003. 
 
At The Bishops’ School, the Foundation stage team aim to provide the highest quality of care and 
education, thereby making it possible for the children to build strong foundations for learning. 
This enables them to follow and achieve our school motto: 

 

‘Live Fully, Laugh Often, Learn Deeply, 

Love as God Loves You …… and Let Your Light Shine!’ 

 
We aim to create an environment which is safe, happy, motivating and enjoyable. We provide experiences 
to encourage the children to become creative, independent thinkers and learners who are confident within 
our school environment.  
 
The Foundation Stage team believe it is vital to have excellent relationships with parents/guardians as this 
enables the children to reach their full potential as individuals and become part of the school’s family life. 
 
 
The Early Years curriculum is taken from the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework, which was 
published in September 2025. 
 
The Development Matters framework is guidance material to support the practitioners in the Bishops’ 
school, this is non statutory. However, it provides practitioners with support enabling them to provide a 
broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
There are four themes of the EYFS which reinforces the importance of a balanced play-based approach to 
learning and development. 
 
The Four themes are: 
- Unique child,  
- Positive relationships,  
- Enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 
- Learning and development. 
 

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured  

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  
• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 

who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. 
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

• Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. The 
framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children 
with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).  
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Faith  
 
The Bishops’ school is unique and special. We strive to provide an environment in which each child knows 
that they are valued, unique and loved by the staff of the school and by God.  This is achieved through daily 
celebration, whole school worship, song, prayer and RE teaching.  
 
Planning in the Foundation Stage 
 
Planning is in line with that agreed by the school.  Learning in the Foundation Stage is through a play based 
approach, with some adult led activities.  When planning, activities are planned for both inside and 
outside, to ensure that all children have access to all areas of learning through a free-flow method. 
 
Planning is based on the updated’ Development Matters’ (2020) and the seven areas of learning which is in 
line with the EYFS 2025 profile.  

Our curriculum encompasses seven areas of learning and development. All areas of learning and 
development are important and inter-connected with our school global dimensions. 

The seven areas of learning are split into ‘Prime and Specific areas’. The Prime areas are particularly crucial 
for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form 
relationships and thrive. The Specific areas give children to strengthen and apply the prime areas. 

The Prime areas: 

 • Communication and language  

• Physical development  

• Personal, social, and emotional development.  

 

The specific areas: 

 • Literacy 

 • Mathematics 

 • Understanding the world  

• Expressive arts and design 

Throughout their time in the EYFS our children partake in an ambitious curriculum which is designed in a 
sequential way to ensure progress towards the end of reception goals. These goals are defined as Early 
Learning Goals (ELGs). 

The descriptors for these can be found in the appendix.  

 

Our Learning  

Our curriculum incorporates learning through play, learning by adults modelling, by observing each other 
and through guided learning and direct teaching. It is also important to highlight that our plans are flexible 
to allow us to respond quickly to children’s new interests and/or needs. 

This means we create an environment which is encouraging for the children to flow freely between inside 
and outside. Many of our activities are child initiated and some are adult led. We provide the children with 
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space and time to develop their own play and guide them through their experiences to ensure they are 
meaningful and challenging. 

Through our play based approach, we develop the children’s ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’.   

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:  
 
• Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

• Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements  

• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and 
develop strategies for doing things  

 

We teach daily phonic sessions, following the Essential Letters and Sounds program, ELS. 

All children are provided with reading books which is in line with the taught sounds, they also receive a 
weekly library book. 

When learning to write, we encourage children to mark make and write within their play.  We aim to do 
one piece of formal adult led writing each week. We teach a non-cursive style of handwriting and 
encourage children to have a love and enjoyment of writing and write for a purpose. 

 
Assessment and Reporting 
 
Assessment is an integral part of our daily teaching and learning.  At The Bishops’ School, we undertake 
ongoing assessments based on all areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum. 

 
Assessments are made through: 
 

• Planned and spontaneous observation 

• Written and photographic evidence 

• Dialogue with children 

• Annotated work 
 

Within the first few weeks of the children starting at the Bishops’ School the FS team complete ‘Base Line’ 
RBA Assessment, which are transferred onto Sonar.  
 
What does the RBA assess? It assess the starting points for pupils in the following areas.  
• language, communication and literacy 

• mathematics 

Pupils will use practical resources to complete these tasks and teachers will record the results on a laptop, 
computer or tablet. It will not be used to label or track individual pupils. The Bishops’ is required to carry 
out the assessment within the first 6 weeks of pupils starting reception. No numerical score will be shared 
and the data will only be used at the end of year 6 to form the school-level progress measure.  

Children with SEN/additional needs are identified at the earliest possible stage and activities and 
environments are differentiated accordingly.  
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When starting at The Bishops’, each child has a book which gradually collates evidence throughout the 
academic year. This is a collection of observations, photos and work.  
In additional to the baselines, three times a year, the Foundation Stage teachers will assess each child, 
using Sonar, within each area of learning.  This data is then analysed to address any children who are not 
making expected progress or making accelerated progress. 
 
The evidence, alongside teacher knowledge, form the basis of the final end of year judgements. These are 
then completed and inputted onto Sonar which enables us to make an overall judgement of GLD (Good 
Learning Development). The final judgements show each individual child either to be, Emerging or 
Expected across each of the 17 Early Learning Goals.  
 
At the End of the academic year the parents receive a personalised report which explains the development 
progress achieved by their child, and the final judgement given. They will also receive their child’s work/ 
books from the Foundation Stage year at the Bishops’ School.   
 
 
Equal Opportunities 

We value all children as individuals at The Bishops’ School, irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, 
home language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that meets the needs of the individual 
child and supports them at their own pace, ensuring our children achieve and even exceed the Early 
Learning Goals to the best of their ability. We strongly believe that early identification of children with 
additional needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the support that they need.  

 

Safeguarding and Welfare 
 
Within the EYFS at The Bishops’ School we follow the ‘EYFS statutory framework 2021’ document and the 
school safeguarding policy.   The ‘key person/s’ are the teaching staff. All safeguarding concerns are 
reported to the safeguarding lead/deputy lead following our school system. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Within the EYFS the school’s health and safety policy.  We have our own FS risk assessments for continuous 
provision both inside and outside.  These are updated when needed and signed and read by all members of 
the EYFS team and senior management. 
 
ICT 
Children have access to a class Ipad and the school’s computer suite under the supervision of an adult. 
These stay in school at all times. The age-appropriate apps that we use have been previously downloaded 
and checked by our ICT lead.  If accessing the internet, this is done with a member of staff present in the 
ICT suite.   
 
Staff have access to laptops, and the class Ipad.  The Ipad stays in school and the photographs are only 
used as evidence.  Photos are not shared without parent consent. 
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Parents 

The Parent and Teacher Partnership in the EYFS setting cannot function without the enduring support of 
parents and carers. We recognise that parents are the child’s primary educator and we recognise this 
important role through regular engagement including: 

 • Initial information and admission meetings for completion of admission forms and to sign permission 
slips for visits out of school, use of photographs of their child for assessment purposes  

• Having a positive relationship for parents to come and speak with staff should they have any concerns. 

• Twice annual parents’ evenings.  

• Parent information sessions. E.g., phonic and maths sessions.  

• Events and activities throughout the year which bring together children, parents and the school. E.g., 
parents clubs.  

• Sending activities home for parents to complete with their children.  

 

Transitions  

September induction period  

Over the years we have adapted and developed our induction process to ensure that all children starting at 
the Bishops’ are giving the opportunity to meet their new teacher, visit the school and nursery visits are 
successfully arranged. If a child is not attending a preschool setting, all the best efforts are made to speak 
to the parents prior to their child starting school. When starting school we create a gradual induction 
process, this ensures that the children are fully settled and ready for their new reception class learning 
when full time. 

We provide information to the new starter children by means of meet and greet with the Head teacher, 
key links to BCS councillor and PTA links. Once the children have started school and settle the teachers 
hold class meetings, these are for the parents to find out more about the EYFS curriculum, structure of the 
school day and the expectations. 

Transition to Year 1  

In the final term the Year 1 teachers the children have the opportunities in the summer term to visit their 
new classroom and class teacher, enabling them to become familiar with their new classroom and teaching 
staff. 

The year 1 teachers will meet with the Early Years staff and discuss each child's development against the 
Early Learning Goal and key characteristics, in order to support a smooth transition to Year 1. This 
discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will 
meet the needs of all children. Children will also receive a transition booklet to support them through the 
summer holidays with the move to year 1. 
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